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Changes in the executive board of Südzucker AG 

In its extraordinary supervisory board meeting on 26 April 2021, Südzucker AG's supervisory 
board has appointed Ingrid-Helen Arnold (52) to the executive board of Südzucker AG with effect 
from 1 May 2021 until 30 April 2024. 

Ingrid-Helen Arnold (CDO) will assume responsibility for technological change as part of 
Südzucker's digital transformation with the newly created Consumer Markets, Digitalization/IT 
department. In addition to digitalization and IT, she will also be responsible for the BENEO, 
Freiberger and PortionPack Europe divisions on the executive board.  

"The supervisory board is pleased to appoint Ingrid-Helen Arnold, another internationally experi-
enced member, to Südzucker's executive board. With this expansion of the executive board and 
the restructuring of the departments, the company is ideally positioned for the future develop-
ment of Südzucker Group in preparation for the new strategy," said Dr Hans-Jörg Gebhard, chair-
man of Südzucker's supervisory board. 

Ingrid-Helen Arnold is an economist with a 25-year career at the software company SAP with ex-
tensive experience in global leadership positions in the areas of data business, business process 
innovation, IT transformation, corporate strategy and finance. She has worked and lived with her 
family in Silicon Valley, USA for the past four years. 

Ingrid-Helen Arnold will join Dr Niels Pörksen (57; CEO), Dr Thomas Kirchberg (61; COO), Thomas 
Kölbl (58; CFO) and Johann Marihart (70; AGRANA) as an additional member of Südzucker's  
executive board team.  

With the appointment of Ingrid-Helen Arnold, the responsibilities on the executive board will be 
adjusted with effect from 1 May 2021. Dr Niels Pörksen (CEO), a member of the executive board 
since 2020, is responsible for strategy, corporate development, top management, communica-
tions, internal auditing, compliance, data protection and business excellence. Thomas Kölbl 
(CFO), a member of the executive board since 2004, is responsible for the corporate functions of 
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finance, controlling, purchasing, legal, taxes, real estate and insurance, as well as investor rela-
tions. Dr Thomas Kirchberg (COO), a member of the executive board since 2007, will assume re-
sponsibility for the new Sugar Division and the New Business Development department in addi-
tion to CropEnergies in the newly created Industrial Markets, R&D department. The function of  
labor director as well as research & development, agriculture and sustainability will remain his  
responsibility as before. The executive board is completed by Johann Marihart, a member of 
Südzucker's executive board since 1994 and chairman of the executive board of AGRANA  
Beteiligungs-AG. 
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About the Südzucker Group 

Südzucker, with its sugar, special products, CropEnergies and fruit segments, is one of the most 
significant food industry companies. In the traditional sugar business, the group is Europe’s 
number one supplier of sugar products, with 23 sugar factories and two refineries, extending 
from France in the west via Belgium, Germany and Austria, through to Poland, the Czech Repub-
lic, Slovakia, Romania, Hungary, Bosnia, and Moldova in the east. The special products segment, 
consisting of the functional food ingredients for food and animal feed (BENEO) division, as well as 
chilled/frozen products (Freiberger), starch and portion packs (PortionPack Europe) divisions, 
conducts business in high-growth dynamic markets. The CropEnergies segment is responsible for 
the ethanol activities in Germany, Belgium, France and Great Britain. The group’s fruit segment 
operates globally, is the world market leader for fruit preparations and is a leading supplier of 
fruit juice concentrates in Europe. 

In 2020/21, the group employed about 17,900 persons and generated revenues of EUR 6.7 billion. 

 

 


