
 

Page 1 of 2 

-240 -449  

Supervisory board chairman: Dr. Hans-

– Registration court: Magistrates Court Mannheim, HRB 0042 

 

Ad-hoc-release according to § 15 WpHG 

Mannheim, 10 April 2015 

 

Südzucker is expecting further group operating profit decline in financial year 2015/16 

Südzucker AG, Mannheim, in financial year 2014/15 (1 March 2014 to 28 February 2015) gener-

ated group revenues of about EUR 6.8 (previous year: 7.5) billion. As expected, group operating 

profit significantly reduced to about EUR 180 (previous year: 622) million. While segments sugar 

and CropEnergies posted operating profit declines, the special products segment boosted its op-

erating profit. The fruit segment generated an operating profit on the good prior year’s level. The 

result from restructuring/special items came in at about EUR -45 (previous year: -116) million, 

comprising amongst others: restructuring expense with regards to the reduction of administra-

tion cost in Tienen, Belgium; closure of the refinery at the site in Marseille, France; the temporary 

shutdown of CropEnergies’ bioethanol plant in Wilton, UK; and in Austria the concentration of 

fruit preparations production at one location.  

Already in October 2014 and January 2015 Südzucker quarterly financial reports pointed out to 

the further deterioration of operating profit in sugar segment and the ongoing burdened earnings 

within CropEnergies segment in financial year 2015/16. Major reason is the continued unsatisfy-

ing sales revenue environment in the European sugar and ethanol markets. Against this back-

ground Südzucker for financial year 2015/16 is expecting a group revenue decline to about EUR 

6.0 – 6.3 billion and a significant decrease of group operating profit to about EUR 50 - 150 mil-

lion. Also the group operating profit for the first quarter in the current financial year 2015/16 will 

come in significantly below previous year.  

Despite the prolonged difficult environment Südzucker confirms its mid-term guidance for the 

group operating profit of about EUR 550 million.  

Publication of the annual financial report 2014/15 with a detailed guidance for financial year 

2015/16 will follow on 21 May 2015. 
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About the Südzucker Group 

Südzucker, with its sugar, special products, CropEnergies and fruit segments, is one of the lead-

ing companies in the food industry. In the traditional sugar business, the group is the world mar-

ket leader, with 29 sugar factories and three refineries, extending from France in the west via 

Belgium, Germany and Austria, through to Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Hun-

gary, Bosnia and Moldova in the east. The special products segment, consisting of the functional 

ingredients for food and animal feed (BENEO), chilled/frozen products (Freiberger), portion packs 

(PortionPack Europe) and starch divisions, is an important growth driver. The CropEnergies seg-

ment covers the bioethanol activities in Germany, Belgium, France and the UK. In the fruit seg-

ment, the group operates internationally, is the world market leader for fruit preparations and is a 

leading supplier of fruit juice concentrates in Europe.  

 


